ADVERTISING HABIT OF CAR CO.
QUIZZED BY COUNCIL

Starling churges that the Chicago
Surface Lines hus handed out almost
£40,000 of the city’s money to the
trust press and other advprtsing
agencits were onoe more brought be-
fore the council Monday night. An
inveatigntion Is now on in earnest.

The mosi astounding feature dis-
closed Monday Is thal the people’s
money l& spent by the car company
to put over a pew fratchise, gral-
bing (he strects for fifty vears and
quashing public ‘ownersiip of the
street rallways,

City Comptroller Pike in & report
to the council guve a detailed et of
the advertising expenditures of the
Chicago Surfave Lines for the year
ending Jan. 31, 1817, totaling: $66,-
783.6E. This was asked by a council
order of Feb. 19, introduced by Ald
Kennedy of the ZTth ward.

But more important thun the lsy
was o statement that accompnnied it
in which Pike suid that the accounts
of the car company wene so juggled
thut the people paid 65 por cent of
the bilk

“] beg to advise,” begun_ the state-
ment of the city comptroller, “‘that
the bulk of the advertising expenses
chargad to the Traffic Account is not,
in my opinfon, a proper charge
against Operation, by which the city
sulfers to the extent of 55 per cent.

“f have always contended that this
abould be charged to the Non-Pam-
nerebip Account. I the firat, place, 1
don'l see where such expenditures in-
crease the revenue of e eotipany
ot improve service.

‘"Wo lhaye not Deen able to obtain
coples & all of the ndvertising, but,
froth what we have seen, the purpose
seems (o be W =ecure Jegislation
rathier than traffic,

A new deal with the trmetion Bies
has bean propoted and s now utder
considoration.  The traction com-
panies wanl terms oy favorable o
themuelves s possible “Bat by sukh

-an pdvertsing csmpaign the clty

pays G5 per'cent of the expenses for
{he companies to presént Lhelr side

“of the case.”

Later, to a peporter for The Doy
Book, Mr. Pike soid:

“There is no doubt that the street
car compunieg have been charging
this money (o wrong sceounts. They
clnim that it should be charged
agalnst opernting expensis for butter
sarvice. Bul [ don''think the eoup-
off will see Lhe proposition just that
way,

“I1 the councll devided the money
wits charged ngainst the wrong ac-
eount the mutter conld be placed be-
fore the bourd of supervising en-
ginsers mnd I'm sure the city wauld
get o [nir setilenvent out of the-com=

y.

“If the contention sat forth by me
s right, the city i paying over haif
of the advertizing bills of the sur-
face lines nnd Is not getting o bit of
advaniage out of IL

“One thing loolks significant. The
traction compunies have slarted nd-
vertising only in the pust year or so.
It is m new thing. ! thiak this might
be connected with the fact that they
are asking for a pew and stronger
franchise.™

But Ald- Kennedy, who hegan the
move by an accounting from the Sur-
face Lines; had a lot more consider-
ably warmer things to say about the
financial h#bits of the car company.

“The public utilities say they are
not mixing in politics this spring,” he
decinred. “Of courss, the fact that
Ald. Merriam, Buck and Keams were
elminated just as the car company
atd gas combine 35k for more ad-
vamtages from the city, can't be
cotnted againet thege deas, lnnocent,
nublic utility finns,

“Oh, no. They dre out of politics,
Bt if 1 wore directing & siresl car
comipiuy ke some of our traction
experts are, and 1 were golug (6 ank
for special privileges from the pao-
ple of & city like Chirazo, | would
tertalnly want the newspipors with
i




